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This report provides a brief summary of my role in supporting the outreach 
projects, activities and events carried out by The Point over the last 12 months. The 
Mission Pastor is responsible for organising events, supporting mission partners 
and the leaders of all our mission and outreach projects, and coordinating our 
volunteer teams.  Our mission and evangelistic work this year has focussed on 
eight main areas, that you will find below.  Thanks to the Bishop Radford Trust for 
enabling all this work to continue and flourish.
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Willow Way  
Willow Way is an area of significant need at the northern end of the village of 

Hurstpierpoint. The Point has been active in this area for a number of years doing 

evangelism, supporting families, and serving the community. The only community 

building on the estate, The Ex-Servicemen’s and Social Club, has provided the venue 

for much of our activity including The Melting Pot Café, The Youth Drop-In and the 

Hurst Food Bank. We have also run a children’s holiday club and regular community 

fun days. All these activities are in cooperation with other local churches.  

In the Summer of 2017 the Ex-Servicemen’s Club effectively went bankrupt and was 

closed. This has meant that a number of our projects have had to be suspended.  

However we have been working in conjunction with the Hurstpierpoint Parish 

council, Mid - Sussex District Council,  and Clarion Housing Association in 

renovating the building so that it can become a community building for the Willow 

Way area. We are all excited for the new projects and opportunities that this will 

bring. In May the building will open and on the 1st June we will have an official 

opening event.  

Once the building opens we will start up our Melting Pot Cafe again, working with 

the other local churches.  However,  we are expanding this project : the cafe will now 

open two full days a week. A nursery will also run from the building during the week 

which will give us a great opportunity to make connections with those bringing 

children down and those that work there.  

We also hope to run an Alpha course, start up youth work again, and run the food 

bank as well.  
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Local Outreach  
We run regular outreach projects and events throughout Mid Sussex with the 

intention of encouraging every church member to get involved. For Good Friday we 

ran our annual tip run for those who are in need in Willow Way area. There was 13  

families we helped on the day. We were able to re connect with a few families we 

haven’t been able to because of the ex-servicemans closing down.  We also ran a 

Community Fun Day where we invited the community to games and a picnic.  

On 3 June 2018 we held an event run by several churches in Burgess Hill at St. Johns 

Park. We had over 700 people come to hear Lewes Gospel Sings Choir, and  

evangelist Steve Legg share his illusions and the gospel message with us. We had a 

few people come and ask for prayer at our prayer station.  

Beginning of Feb we did another small group lead Out There Sunday ( Out There 

Sunday is when we encourage the church to go out into the community and share 

Jesus love in different ways on Sunday). There were a couple of groups that helped 

out neighbours, another that did litter picking and prayer walking and the last group 

went into Brighton and handed out socks, gloves and street sheets to rough sleepers. 

We were able to talk with one person and help them get the help they needed.  

On Shrove Tuesday we had our Great Pancake Giveaway outreach. This year we gave 

away 200 pancakes and had someone come and join us for our Church in A Pub 

meeting.  
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Sanctuary (Parent toddler 
group) 

The Sanctuary continues to grow with about 100 local families attending on Monday 

mornings, the vast majority of whom have no church connections. The group is run 

by our Children’s Pastor, Liz Styles. Liz has introduced more Christian content to the 

group especially in songs and story time. A number of Sanctuary families have 

attended special events at church and that number is growing.  Liz also visits local 

primary schools to do assemblies and lessons.  

Schools & 
YouthWork  

Ben Leighton our Youth Pastor is part of a local network of youth workers, they are 

in two local secondary schools every week over 4 sessions. Are also in regularly 

working in 5 local secondary schools. They continue to have contact of about 400 

young people every week. Ben also runs session with our young people called Wild 

Fire which enables them into evangelism from 

that, (in partnership with YWAM) have done 

outreach in Brighton.  
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Alpha 
We have had 2 great Alpha Courses these last 12 months. We have a great testimony of 

someone who recently decided to follow Christ after a prayer time on the day away and a 

number of others whose faith has really come alive. We held an alpha reunion and many of 

those who came, did not have a relationship with God when they finished Alpha but when we 

saw them on the reunion day were beaming about their relationship with Jesus. God 

continues to work in people’s lives long after the course. 

Church in a Pub 
Church in a Pub (CIAP) is now in its 6th year and we now are meeting every other 

month. It seems more and more regular are engaging with CIAP and checking out 

what is going on.  A number of those who have attended CIAP are now regularly 

coming to church on Sunday Mornings. 

Mission pastor report, Page !5



The Point Church 
26 March 2019

Further afield 
outreaches

Teams/members from The Point have been on mission trips to Haiti working with 

our mission partner Hope House Haiti, Thailand working with Youth With A Mission 

reaching out to women in the sex trade, and Kenya, connecting with our mission 

partner and preparing for a trip this year.  We also held an early Christmas Party for 

refugees around Sussex with Ashburnuman Place on 25 Nov. There was close to 80 

refugees who came on the evening, we were able to bless them with gifts, games, and 

food. Many of them would not be able to do something for their own families and it 

was a great place for them to connect with others.  

I’m so excited to see international outreaches continue to grow. We are planning on 

taking a team of 18 to Kenya in July, following a training week with Youth With A 

Mission. We will work with our Mission partner ( Centre for Urban Mission in 

Nairobi ) working with youth in the slums and the Youth With A Mission location, 

working with those with disabilities.  We will also take another team this April to 

Haiti to work with Hope House Haiti.  

These teams have been stretched, challenged, used by God and grown massively in 

their faith through the experience. They have returned home fired up and better 

equipped to be evangelists here in Mid Sussex.  
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Mission Partners 
• Befriended, a new charity working with older people/lonely 

and isolated people. 

• Hope, supporting vulnerable families in Mid-Sussex   

• Off the Fence, working with homeless and vulnerable people  in 

Brighton and Hove.  

• Hope House Haiti, an orphanage and a school for over 
900 children in Haiti. 

• The Centre for Urban Mission in Kibera Slum, 
Nairobi, Kenya, providing educational support and 

youth clubs for poor young people living in the slum.                  

We are also encouraging the church to support Abi Barnes and Sam Lieghton who 

are Missionaries from our church. Abi is in Korea and Sam is in Germany and Brazil. 

I meet and communicate regularly with the leaders of our Mission Partners, to 

encourage them and to see how we can get more involved in their work.  I have also 

been supporting members of The Point who have been/or are still on mission trips 

this year: these include  Gregory Allen (Cyprus); Will Leach ( New Zealand) and  

Emily Taylor ( Brazil).  
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Thank you 
I want to say thank you once again for all of your support these last few years. We 

would not have been able to do all that has been mentioned above and more with out 

your support. Your help has allowed us to grow our mission in the church.  

I am however ending my time as the mission pastor and will be handing much of my 

work over to our Curate Simon Shorey, others on the staff team and the volunteers in 

the church. They will continue on the work that has been established and see it move 

forward. With the Melting Pot starting again in Willow Way and other mission 

projects we will continue to need funding to see all that we believe God is leading us 

into.  

It has been such a privilege to be able to do this work and to be a part of the Point 

Church staff. I have loved seeing the international aspect of missions grow and 

seeing others in the church get a heart for missions internationally and locally. It’s 

been a huge highlight to see the church get involved in missions and knowing it’s just 

the beginning. I have been blown away by what God has done in Alpha to see 6 

people give their life to Christ and knowing more than 10 people have deepened their 

relationship with God is incredible.  I am continually amazed by how God works and 

seeing how He loves unconditionally, not just those in the church but everyone.  

Thank you for being a part of this journey and we hope to continue to stay connected 

to you.  

Erin Butler  

Mission Pastor  
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