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Associate Vicars Report 2018-19 

 
When I was called to serve at The Point, little did I know what a privilege it would be to serve under such a 
talented and gifted team and people of The Point. I believe that one of the key principles of following 
Christ is to serve, and there are so many people who serve within The Point. 
 
Discipleship: 
One of my key responsibilities is that of Discipleship and the one-year program made up of three modules. 
Lifeshapes, Energised and this coming term Emotionally Healthy Spirituality – all of these are aimed at 
encouraging us to grow in our walk with Christ and have a stronger, firmer foundation in our relationship 
with Him. Over the three years we have been running the Energised Course we have had 64 participants, 
each discovering what and how God wants to use them. Some of them have drastically changed their 
career or vocation knowing what Spiritual Gifts God has given them and how those gifts can best be used 
for the service of God. I cannot thank Jenny Butter enough for her vision and creation of this course, and 
the joy of seeing it transform people’s lives.  
 
During the year I have also ran: 

• The Divorce Recovery Course, with the help of Katy Trigg 
• A Prayer Ministry Training Day 
• A 7’s (although we were only a 6!) Accountability Group 

 
Prayer: 
We all know that Prayer is such an integral and essential part of our individual and corporate lives. Prayer 
should be at the heart of The Point and we strive to grow in it with the weekly and monthly prayer 
meetings we have had.   We at The Point are a church that is extremely busy and do a huge amount, which 
is what makes The Point such a dynamic and exciting church to be part of. However, we need to try and 
grow more in our prayer life, to allow the stillness of just being with Christ. Sitting at his feet and listening 
to him, of just being in relationship with him.  
 
I have over the last year organised two one-day retreats and two prayer weeks. The retreats have been 
designed to give people an opportunity to stop and be still and leave behind the rushed lives of family, 
work and simply life. The Prayer Weeks have been fantastic, and we have worked in collaboration with The 
Beacon Parish to run them. I have to express my thanks to fabulous team of people who created and 
transformed the Emmanuel Centre into such a creative place to enable people to take time and pray. 
There has also been a 24-hour prayer time organised by James and Neroli Allen – which maybe other small 
groups could follow sometime. 
 
After the success of the Prayer Weeks, we are raising the bar by running a 24/7 Prayer Week during the 
Thy Kingdom Come time (June 1st to 8th). You can sign up now at https://www.24-
7prayer.com/signup/e6fcf0 It is a big step for us to commit to 24 hours of prayer for one whole week, but 
it is something I believe God wants us to grow deeper in and see His transformation of this world through 
prayer. 
 
Pastoral Work: 
I believe The Point is a church that cares for its members and wants to try and support those who are in 
emotional and at times, financial needs. We have a church Fellowship Fund which we use to support 
individuals or couples at times of financial need. This is an expression of our love for them, but there are 
times when there are other challenges in our lives and it is important to love, care and support those 
people during those times. As a result of this I have created a small team of people who are there to try  
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and help share some of the pastoral needs within the church. Sometime this year we will  
commission them for the church to know who they are and express our thanks to them. I personally  
have visited 84 people over the last year. Some of those has been visits to say ‘hello’ and express our love. 
For some others it has been some other deeper pains, and there has also been marriage preparation and 
couples counselling  
 
There have been times when I have been involved in deliverance ministry and it is a wonderful reminder of 
the Sovereignty of God as we see people released from the enemy’s grip.  
 
Men’s & Women’s Ministry: 
This group is ably led by Andy Gilbard with another 7 men. Last year we held the first Men’s Conference at 
Holmsted Manor, and this year we are having a conference at Kings Church with Roy McCloughry speaking 
on ‘Was Jesus Masculine’. Roy is an ex ethics lecturer from St John’s theological college and is currently the 
National Disability Adviser to the Church of England. If you haven’t booked it yet, then do so quickly.  
 
Barbara Redman and a few others have organised numerous events for women including the monthly 
breakfasts and the women’s day in March with Lou Shorey and the group have also attended the Hillsong 
Colour conference in May. The need to ensure that the women and men at The Point have an opportunity 
to gather together recognising the differences in the way men and women communicate. 
 
Small Groups: 
We are blessed with such able and committed leaders of the 14 small groups that meet at The Point. They 
do a fabulous job of teaching and encouraging in fellowship and prayer for their members. We are 
desperate for more small group leaders, so if you feel God is calling you then please do speak to Will or 
me. But I would like to express my thanks to the small group leaders. They are key in helping people feel 
like they belong to The Point.  
 
Activities outside The Point. I have been trying to build relationships with the Anglican and non-
denominational clergy in Haywards Heath. I have also been involved in organising a conference at Lambeth 
Palace with the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby on Disability and the Church. I have also advised 
the Diocese on various disability matters as the Diocesan Disability Adviser.  
 
The Office: 
For the past six months the staff team have been meeting and working in our home and I do have to 
publicly thank Janine and Samuel for their sacrifice and grace in giving up their space in the house. I have 
been blessed to have married someone who has such a gift of prayer and joy and I would like to thank 
Janine for all the help and support that she gives, which is often unseen. 
 
Before I conclude I would want to add my huge debt of gratitude to Rachel Swan who has acted as my 
volunteer PA for the last 9 months. She generously donates approximately a day a week of her time to help 
me with my administration, and I couldn’t have achieved as much as I have without her help and time. 
Thank you, Rachel.  
 
Finally, as I embark on a new calling in my life to work four days a week (Sun, Mon, Tue & Wed) for The 
Point. I will be seeking God in his calling me to write a book on Disability & The Church; to go deeper in my 
relationship with him and finally to hopefully have some time for painting and spending time with Janine & 
Samuel. But my heart is still very much about serving the congregation, Will, the staff team and trustees to 
seek God’s plans for his church - The Point.  
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May God richly bless you as we go forward as a church in this new year. May he draw you closer to himself, 
so that you know His peace and presence throughout all that is ahead in your lives for this next year.  
 
John Naudé 
Associate Vicar, The Point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


